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OAVDiA, OABTfl, or XZRXT, as it is respectively called bj the 
European, Greek, or Turk, from its position, fertility, and population, is 
the most important of all the islands of the Levant.* 

Although exceeding Cyprus in length it has only an equal area; and in 
comparison with the two larger islands of the Mediterranean^ Sicily and 
Sardinia, although they are the same length as Candia, they are, however, 
nearly double its average breadth and area. Yet, excepting Mount Etna 
in Sicily, Candia has the more elevated mountains, its two principal 
heights exceeding 8,000 feet, and a third more than 7,000 feet. 

Candia is 143 miles in length, with a maximum breadth of S3 miles, 
and a minimum of about 7 miles. The population may be a little over 
200,000, of which about 70,000 or one-third are Turks ; but the popu- 
lation has been estimated recently by Greek authors at Athens to exceed 
300,000 ; thus making the Christian population to be four-fifths of the 
Mohammedan instead of only two-thirds. The latter estimate is, however, 
based on erroneous data ; first, from a greatly exaggerated average of the 
number of families for each village, estimating them at 50 families for 
each, whereas 35 or 40 is much nearer, and in fact above the truth ; and 
next, in the whole number of villages calculated for, there being only 
about 800, (the inhabitants of which are not less than five families each,) 
instead of the exact number of 1,047, as stated in a work published at 
Athens. 



* The Yowels are to be sounded thronghoat as in Italian or Spanish. The Greek ii 
being represented by the Italian i. The letter g is pronounced as y, as Agios, holj, pr. 
Ayos, 

The accent marks the emphatic syllable. Where there is a difference in the spelliDg 
of the names of places in the charts and in the Directions, the orthography of the latter is 
the more correct. 
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2 CANDIA OR CRETE. 

The rural population is mainly Christian ; but in some districts there is 
a large intermixture of Mohammedans, chiefly in the more fertile parts of 
the low districts and valleys near the principal cities. These Moham- 
medams are, for the most part, native Cretans, whose ancestors, under 
intimidation and oppression from the earlier Turkish * rulers, forsook the 
Christian faith for Mohammedanism, but retained their language. Thus 
Greek is the common tongue of the island still, both with the natives, and 
in all official communications. This has led to a greater freedom of inter- 
course between Mohammedan and Christian than is usual ; and in con- 
sequence, frequent intermarriage, notwithstanding the diversity of creed 
and religious prejudices. They also dress so similarly as to render it 
difficult for a stranger, although he may be a Greek from the neighbouring 
islands,' to distinguish Mohammedan from Christian, whether male or 
female. The Cretans are very hospitable to a stranger ; but their habita- 
tions are in general mean and untidy ; their living, too, is coarse and 
frugal, yet their endurance of fatigue is remarkable. 

The staple produce of the island is olive oil, of very good quality in 
general, which is now chiefly used in the island for the manufacture of 
soap, instead of being all exported to France for this purpose as formerly ; 
Candia, therefore, chiefly supplies the Levant with soap. Silk and oranges 
are also exported. 

From its position, being intermediate between the hot and arid sky of 
Africa, and the more humid and tempered atmosphere of south-eastern 
Europe, it is favoured with a more genial climate than either ; its summer 
temperature averaging about S(f Fahr. between the months of May and 
November, in the low districts near the shore ; and the winters are so 
tempered by the surrounding sea, and its proximity to Africa, that the 
thermometer seldom stands below 46° at the coast towns. Having several 
lofty mountains, with upland plains and secluded vales on their flanks, a 
milder temperature exists in them than in the open country and low lands 
bordering the coast, depending in intensity upon their zone of elevation 
and aspect to which they are exposed. Snow is permanent during winter 
at all summits above 6,600 feet, but it all disappears by the end of July. 

The fruits of middle and southern Europe may, therefore, be grown in 
some of the upland regions, as may also some of the North African pro- 
duce and fruits upon its lowlands, for the orange, grape, and olive flourish 
in the north and internal parts of the island better than in any other part 
of Greece or Asia Minor ; and apples, pears, and potatoes are the produce 
of some of the upland districts and plains ; whilst wheat of a remarkably 
white and good quality is grown in the low valleys on the south coast. 
Former revolutions, and disturbances, arising from various causes in 
connexion with political and religious animosities, have tended to create 
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a feeling o^ insecurity, so that, notwithstanding its genial clime and 
fruitful soil, its prosperity and population have but slowly advanced. 

There has been displayed also an antagonistic feeling against the intro- 
duction of any civilizing improvements in the island; but mainly in 
respect to making roads for internal communication, and for other local 
and municipal improvements, inclusive of a college for the instruction of 
the Greek and Mohammedan children together on liberal principles, as 
projected and commenced by an enlightened Pasha and Governor. The 
opposition seems unhappily to have arisen entirely from a repugnance to 
co-operate in, or indeed to permit any civilizing efforts which emanated 
from a Turkish ruler. Thus local enterprise is checked or kept in sus- 
pense ; and not onty is the general improvement of the inhabitants 
retarded, but its natural resources and commerce rendered comparatively 
stagnant, by this mistaken and misapplied patriotism on the part of a high 
spirited people, whose mountain inhabitants no doubt can boast descent 
from the days of Minos, without admixture from Roman, Saracen, 
Italian, or Turk, who in succession have conquered and governed the 
island. 

Not so, however, with the lowland Cretans, who are a mixed race, 
and who are the great sufferers during local tumult and disaffection. But 
the mountain Cretan being comparatively secure in his natural fastnesses, 
and dependent as much upon flocks as on produce, intimidates and leads 
the lowland Cretan by the prestige of his name, and the terror of his 
deeds ; thus Cretan energy, by being so misdirected, is ever struggling to 
destroy its own prosperity, and progress in the road of social improvement 
and civilization. 

The value of the exports varies from 200,000/. to 400,000/., as it 
depends mainly upon the fluctuation of the olive crops for the produce of 
oil. The imports reach about two-thirds of the exports. 

COAST. — The north-west extremity of Candia is formed by a high and 
precipitous promontory stretching out to the northward towards the 
island of Cerigotto and Greece. It is 7 miles in length by about one 
mile in average breadth ; its highest point, the ancient Mens Corycus, 
reaching 2,660 feet above the level of the sea ; two other summits marked 
on the chain attain respectively 2,430 feet and 807 feet. Grabusa and 
Agria Grabusa are two bold and barren islets lying close off it, but with 
passages between them and the promontory.* 



OXABV8A islet, 460 feet high, is surrounded by precipices and sut 
mounted by a fortress, built by the Venetians, to prevent its becoming 

* See Charts :~Greoian Archipelago, No. 2,836, scale, m — 0* 15 of an inch ; and 
Candia or Crete, western portion, No. 2,5d6a, scale, m — 0* 5 of aA inch.} 
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the stronghold of pirates at the threshold of the Cretan seas, when Crete 
was in possession of Venice ; and although it was sabsequentlj inhabited 
hj several Turkish families, besides its garrison, it has now only a few 
soldiers and artilleryman, as a garrison or guard over state prisoners, 
and three or four useless guns. 

Grabusa attained some celebrity in the late war of Greek independence, 
in which the Cretan Greeks took a long and energetic part against the 
Turks ; and after being taken from them, by a treacherous surprise over 
its garrison of three Turks, who then held charge of the stronghold, 
it was for some time subsequently retained by the Greek and Cretan 
patriots and pirates, and eventually by the British. It was during its 
occupation by the pirates, on the 31st of January 1828, that H.M.S. 
Cambrian^ by an accident in missing stays, was wrecked upon the reef off 
the south side of the islet. 

The harbour is formed between a small peninsula called Tigani 
(Fryingpan), lying to the south of Grabusa, and a long ledge of rocks, 
partly awash, extending towards it from the south-west end of Grabusa 
like an artificial mole, but with a passage between its extremity and the 
Tigani peninsula. The bottom is composed of a thin layer of sand over 
rock, and therefore affords no secure hold nor safe shelter during violent 
gales from the west, unless a chain is made fast to the western reef. It 
is therefore not recommended as an anchorage in south-westerly gales. 
The best shelter is with the south-east point of Grabusa on with the 
centre of Agria Grabusa, and between the former and a black rock lying 
on the east side of the harbour.^ 

DS1UIOTZOK8. — The safest channel to enter Grabusa harbour is the 
north-eastern, taking care, however, to give the south-east point of the 
island, a berth of more than a cable to clear a shoal lying off it. In a 
northerly gale during winter it might be more convenient for a vessel 
caught near this entrance of the archipelago to run for this harbour, so 
as to be ready to take advantage of any change of wind or weather, in 
preference to lying to, and being drifted to leeward of Candia. The 
passage between Agria Grabusa and Cape Busa, the north-west extreme 
of Candia, is 4 cables wide, but the navigable channel is reduced to 
about half this breadth by a reef extending from the south end of Agria 
Grabusa. 



C8AMO. — The entrance to the deep bay of Kisamo is formed 
between Agria Grabusa and Cape Spada, which bears from it E. by N., 
distant 8 miles. The bay is more than 8 miles deep, and at its head is a 



* 5e«Pl«at— QratrasaHafbonr, No. S17,flMle,Miaif*8inehM. 
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narrow marshy plain with a sandy shore, that in ancient times was part 
of the head of the bay, behind which rise gentle ridges well cultiTated 
wit^ vineyards and olives, and containing several villages. 

A dilapidated Venetian fortress stands at the head of this bay, upon the 
site of the ancient town of Kisamo, and just over an old sea cliff, with 
a poor viUage and bazaar adjacent to it. The ancient mole that formed 
the old port of Kisamo is now visible to a height of nearly 20 feet above 
the sea, owing to a subsequent elevation of the coast, and the harbour is 
consequently almost dry and choked with sand. A ledge of low sea- 
• washed rocks to the west of it juts out to a point and divides the head of 
the bay of Kisamo from the valley and bay of Mesogia. 

CAUTZOK. — ^Being quite open to the north, the bays of Kisamo and 
Mesogia are not to be recommcDded as anchorages for sailing vessels, the 
bottom being generally sandy and having no good hold. Should a vessel, 
however, be unfortunately embayed and hampered between the promontories 
of Grabusa and Spada during a gale from the northward, she should run 
towards the south-east angle of the bay and anchor, in not less than 17 
fathoms water, off Tranisa point, where the bottom is muddy and more 
tenacious than elsewhere. 

A well found vessel, with the usual precautions of sufficient cable out 
and masts made snug, would here ride out an ordinary gale with safety. 
An English brig did so a few years since, and was saved from shipwreck 
in consequence. 

Native coasting craft find shelter in a small indentation of the shore on 
the west side of the bay, about 2^ miles southward of Cape Busa, called 
Agios or Ayos Sostis, from a chapel existing there to this Greek saint ; 
the water is, however, too deed for anchoring off it, and to obtain shelter, 
it is necessary to have the stern secured to the north shore.* 

Water may be obtained at the mouth of all the valleys, and a small 
supply of provisions from the adjacent villages. 



L, the most northern cape of Candia, is easily recognized 
by a small conical hillock like a tumulus, which stands over its high and 
bluff extremity, the summit of which is 1,200 feet above the sea. 

This remarkable promontory, projecting northward 1 1 miles beyond the 
usual line of the coast, has an average breadth of 2^ miles. The land 
is generally about 1,800 feet high, but the ancient Mens Tityrus rises 
near the centre of the promontory to a height of 2,500 feet above the 
sea. The shape of this tongue of land is not unlike the blade of a sword. 



* See Agios Sos^ bay, on plan of Grabasa, No. 217. 
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hence probably the name Cape Spada. It was the ancient Fsakon 
promontory. 

On the east side of Cape Spada is a small cove at the month of a rockj 
glen called Kantzili^res, where coasting craft sometimes get shelter by 
securing close under its north cliff. The ruins of the ancient town of 
Dictanmum lie at the mouth of the gorge or glen, and it was celebrated 
for its temple to the heathen goddess Britomart, under the name of 
Dictynna. 



is formed between the peninsula of Cape Spada and 
the bold and broad peninsula of Akrotiri, of which Cape Maleka, about 
22 miles eastward, is its north-east termination. The bay is 7 miles deep, 
and the well-fortified town of Khanilt stands on the low shore near its 
south-east angle, and may be distinguishad at a distance of 9 or 10 miles. 

To the southward of the town of Khanilt, rise the lofty mountains of 
the Madara Yun^ the ancient Leuce or White mountains, and so called no 
doubt from their bare, bald, whitish summits, or from retaining snow on 
some of their peaks during a great part of the year. The Madara Yun^ 
are a broad mass of naked crests showing a serrated outline, without any 
remarkable feature or peak as a defined summit. 

The Malaxa and Therison ridges extend from their roots to the north- 
ward, and at the base of these ridges lies the Gulf of Suda, with the fertile 
plain of Eliani^ extending westward from it, luxuriant with fine olive 
groTCS, and studded with thriving villages. The Madara mountains are 
▼isible from the south coast of Greece, and are about 8,100 feet high at 
the most elevated point near the south coast of the island ; and Agio 
Pnevma, one of the most eastern and most easily recognised peaks, from 
its somewhat conical form, was found to be 7,650 feet. 



or CAVBA, is now the capital of Candia; and is, therefore 
the residence of the Pasha, who has the rank of a Governor General. 
The European Consuls also reside here, in consequence of its proximity to 
the fine bay of Suda, and from its having a small port also, convenient 
for vessels of light draught. It is therefore the principal trading place in 
the island, oil, soap, and oranges being the chief produce exported. Its 
population is obout 12,000. 

The harbour is formed partly by a ledge of rocks, which lie parallel 
with the coast, and partly by an ancient mole, built upon and extending 
from them, and upon which is raised a high sea wall or parapet, with a 
fort in its centre. This mole extends from the north-east bastion of the 
town wall, direct towards the north-west bastion, leaving a channel half 
a cable wide between the latter and a lighthouse, built at the extremity 
of the mole. 
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Within, the harbour is in the form of a double bay; the eouthern one 
lies directly opposite the entrance, where the water is deepest, but much 
exposed with northerly gales to an inconvenient swell, when crowded 
with vessels* Around this bay is the Marina, on which are the custom- 
house and principal merchant ' stores ; vessels with cargo consequently 
anchor here for convenience of trade and the greater depth of water. 
The eastern bay is long and narrow, and contained the arsenal of the 
Venetians, of which 13 of the original galley arches still remain, but the 
water in this part of the port is now so shallow that only vessels in ballast 
or of light draught, and coasting craft can use it ; it was in contemplation 
to deepen it.* 



'. — On the eastern mole is a lighthouse 75 feet high, from' which 
is exhibited a fixed white light, and should be seen from a distance of 10 
miles. 

CAITTZOK. — It is impracticable to enter this harbour with a strong 
northerly breeze, and it is never prudent for a stranger to do so unless 
piloted by the captain of the port, who attends outside to conduct vessels 
to their berth, when it is safe to do so. Two warping buoys lie in the 
fair way to assist vessels in leaving or entering with contrary winds. 

Steamers and even sailing vessels may often find it more convenient to 
communicate with the Grovernment at Khanik, from the roadstead, than 
by proceeding to Suda, especially in the summer, or with any southerly 
wind ; but a& the ground in the roadstead is coarse sand in all depths 
under 20 fathoms, it is advisable for a sailing vessel not to anchor in less 
water nor at a less distance than about half a mile from the lighthouse, 
where the ground wHl be found to be muddy sand ; but it is not safe for 
a sailing vessel to remain with a rapidly rising barometer during or 
northward, when Suda bay should be sought for. In case a vessel 
immediately after a S.W. gale, or with a threatening gale from the 
should have remained too long, or be caught after leaving the port, and 
cannot then re-enter or beat out of the bay against the head-swell, she 
should then run for The6doro islet, and endeavour to bring up close 
under its north-east extreme. A weekly Austrian steamer, from Syra, 
touches here on every alternate Monday and Tuesday, also a bi-monthly 
Greek and monthly Russian. 



lODO&o is a high barren islet, lying 4 miles westward of Khanik, 
and only half a mile from the shore. The shelter it affords, as an 
anchorage, is very limited, where the holding ground is good ; but it 



* See Plan :— Ehaniik, on Na 1,658) scale, m s= 8 inches. 
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would only require confidence in the management of the vessel, so as to 
ensure taking a berth close to the north-east point of the islet, and thus 
to anchor where shelter will best be obtained. To do which the star* 
board anchor should be dropped in 9 or 10 fathoms water, at about half a 
cable off the north-east extreme of the islet, when bearing about N.N.E. ; 
and the other anchor about W.S.W. of it, about the same or even a less 
distance from the shore, in 5 or 6 fathoms ; and when the point bears 
about N.E. by E., a chain might be taken to the rocks if practicable. 

The bottom is here a stiff muddy sand, and has good hold ; and the 
shore is so bold as to have 4 fathoms al6ngside of it. The ground off 
the southern portion of the islet is loose sand, the channel between it 
and Candia is shallow, and encumbered with rocky patches. The only 
safe anchorage is consequently that close under the north-east extreme 
of the islet, both in respect to depth of water and natare of bottom. 
A fine English brig was lost here through anchoring on the shallow 
water off the inner part of the islet, instead of under the north-east 
extreme, after vainly endeavouring to beat out of the bay. 

The Venetians had a fortress on The6doro, to protect their larger 
trading ships, whilst awaiting their cargoes from Ehania, and other 
parts. They used to anchor here in safety, with shore fasts to the islet 
as recommended. * 



* is an almost insular peninsula, about 6^ miles in diameter, 
and more than 20 miles round, which separates Khani^ bay from that of 
Suda. This peninsula, the ancient Cyamon promontory, is joined to the 
main by an isthmus only If miles across. Cape Mavro Mdri, at its north- 
west extreme, is low, and from the shore north of it a ledge of rocks and 
foul ground extends nearly half a mile off, which must be avoided in 
rounding the promontory to or from Ehani^ ; and in strong north winds 
a wide berth must be especially given to this part of the coast^ in conse- 
quence of the uncertain set of the currents and heavy swell. 

An electric cable, connecting Eihani^ with Scio, skirts the eastern 
coast of the bay, from a quarter to half a mile distant. 

The land beyond Cape Mavro Muri is bold and high. Capes Tripitl f 
and Maleka forming bluff headlands, and near the latter cape, on the 
eastern side, the highest peak, a conical summit, named Mount Yiglia, 
reaches 1,745 feet above the sea. With the exception of the foul ground 
north of Cape Mavro Mtiri, the peninsula is steep on all sides, and has an 
elevated plateau in its centre, round which are several villages. 



* Akrottri, promontory. f Tripiti, perforated. 
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OAPB smsFAVO is a bold point of land, and, with the east coast^of 
the Maleka promontory, forms the entrance to Suda bay; it has a high 
and flat table summit, and a rockj tongue like a reaphook forming its 
extremity, from whence the name is derived. This high table hill over 
Cape Dr^pano is a good landmfu*k for distinguishing the entrance to 
Suda, as it forms its eastern point, whilst the western side is distinguished 
by the sharp conical peak of Mount Yiglia. 



328 yards from the extremity of Cape Drepano is a 
tower, which exhibits, at 197 feet above the sea, a fixed white light 
varied by a flash every minute^ and should be seen at a distance of 15 
miles. 

K fixed green light is shown from the fortress at the south end of Suda 
islet, at 82 feet above the sea, and visible 6 miles. 



—The fortified islet of Suda is 4J miles westward of Cape 
Drepano, and divides the inner part of the entrance of this fine bay into 
two passages, the southern one of which is the widest and best, as there 
is a small rock awash in the north passage. The islet is surrounded by 
white cli£&, but they are not seen until a vessel is within a mile or two 
of the entrance. Suda is one of the most capacious and safe ports in the 
Levant ; and is most conveniently situated for vessels that, having just 
entered the Archipelago, desire shelter from a rising northerly gale in the 
winter season, at which time it is much frequented by windbound vessels 
of all nations. 

There is anchorage in from 12 to 17 fathoms water under Falaio Suda 
or Manati islet, on a bottom of muddy sand ; a vessel may bring up here 
till daylight, or remain even during a gale, if wanting no supplies, or 
communication with Khani^. It is invariably found that the wind lessens 
in force as the entrance to Suda bay is neared. The mass of mountains 
forming the Madara Yun^ or White mountains, lying so immediately over 
the gulf, acts apparently as an obstruction to the gale, and prevents its 
full force from fetching home upon the coast beneath it. 

The passage on the south side of Suda islet is three quarters of a mile 
wide ; but a sunken reef extends off the point immediately under the 
ancient town of Aptera on the south side of the bay, for about a cable's 
length, which has the appearance of having been an ancient mole, and 
there are from 6 to 10 feet water over it.* 



. — From Suda islet to the head of the bay off the Scala, 
or landing place of Tuzla, the distance is about 4 miles, where a vessel 

* 9te Flan :-^tida Bay, No. 1,658, scale, m «= 2* 1 inches. 
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ma^ anchor anywhere between the north and south shore, in from 5 to 15 
fathoms, as desired ; but there is no anchorage in the outer part of the 
bay after passing the islet of Suda until arriving within 2 miles of the 
Scala, there being 120 fathoms water in the centre. A pratique office 
exists at the Scala of Tuzla^ where also a few shops are established for 
the convenience of the shipping frequenting the bay. 

The road to Khanik by the plain from the Scala Tuzla is about 3^ 
miles in length, upon a paved road for the most part of the way ; com- 
munication is consequently easy between this town and Suda bay, but 
it has no land carriage for conveying merchandise, except on mules. 
Suda bay being inclosed between steep and sterile hills, with a salt marsh 
behind the Scala of Tuzla, where several tons of salt are annually made, 
is subject to fevers in the summer season ; and although the rich plain 
of Khanik extending beyond it, with its luxuriant groves of olives, in 
some degree compensates in appearance for the sterility which otherwise 
surrounds the bay, it helps to stagnate the air. On this account, it is 
advisable at this season to anchor in deep water, fully a mile from the 
Scala. 

VATBB. — At Kalyves, opposite Suda islet, there are fertile hills and 
valleys, with copious rivulets of limpid water falling through them from 
the Apok6rona district. One of these streams is deep and navigable 
for a short distance, and is of excellent water, but the others are brackish 
near the sea. Fresh water may also be procured in the winter and early 
part of the summer at a ravine to the east of the Scala of Tuzla, but the 
best summer watering place for a fleet is at a copious source of excellent 
water which issues from a fountain at the foot of the hill of Paleo Eastron, 
opposite Suda islet, and is also convenient for watering with large boats, 
the shore being approachable within a few yards. The ruins of the 
ancient city of Aptera are situated over the spring. There is good 
summer anchorage for large vessels on the bank south-east of Suda islet, 
and convenient to this watering place. Opposite to it, on the Akrotiri 
coast, is a small natural port, now only accessible by boats, as a ridge 
of shingle bars its entrance. This was the ancient Minoa, a fort of 
Aptera. 

Tbe OOAST from cape Dr^pano, the eastern limit of the gulf of Suda, 
is straight, steep, and cli%, and extends nearly South for a distance of 
7 miles to the mouth of the Armyrd Potamo,* or rivulet at the south-west 
comer of the bay of the same name. 



* Fotamo, river. Eavo,cape. Scala, landing-place* 



SUDA BAY. — BITHTMNO OB RETIMO. 14 

Armjrd is a ruined fort about a mile within the angle of this bay, 
where numerous sources of clear but brackish water issue and unite with 
a fresh water rivulet flowing out of a gorge or pass in the western moun- 
tains that separates the Apok6rona yallej from the Anajrb plains. 
Thus united, these waters form a small stream debouching on the shore. 
This stream has at present a bar of rock and sand across its mouth, over 
which there is not more than 3 feet, but in ancient times it formed a 
winter harbour for vessels, when, probably, its entrance was deeper, as 
the adjacent cliffs show a rise of the coast of about 6 feet since the 
historic times ; and the same evidence exists in the bays of Suda and 
Khanilt, but to a greater extent. 

ft 

Birennro or RaTZMO, the third town in size in Candia, and the 
capital of the central district of the island, containing about 9,000 inhabi- 
tants, lies 13 miles about S.E. by E. of Cape Dr^pano, and extends over 
a rocky projection of the shore ; it is surrounded by fortifications, with a 
citadel at its north end, both being the work of the Venetians. A small 
harbour opens to the south-east between two short moles, but it only 
admits vessels of a less draught than 10 feet, and has some trade in oil, 
carobs, valonia, and soap. 

The entrance of the harbour is badly situated, being in a direction to 
receive the littoral drift from the sandy shore to the east of it ; and thus 
dredging has no permanent effect towards maintaining the entrance to 
the harbour, although frequently attempted. A weekly Austrian steamer 
calls off here, anchoring in the roadstead, to receive goods and passengers 
when the weather permits.* 



—At 27 yards from the extremity of the mole on the north- 
east side of entrance to the port of Kithymno or R^timo, a jfixed white 
light is exhibited at 50 feet above the level of the sea, visible at a distance 
of 10 miles. 

The AVCBORAOB is to the north-east of the town, on a bottom of muddy 
sand, in about 8 fathoms water, with the north end of the town bearing 
about West, distant half a mile ; but being entirely open to the north, it 
is only available for sailing vessels during fine weather in the summer 
season, or with settled southerly winds. A vessel, however, well found in 
anchors and cables, and with sufficient cable out, would ride in safety 
most of the summer gales, although experiencing a considerable swell, 
during its continuance. 



* See Plan : — Betimo or Rilhymno, No. 217, scale, m =s 8*0 inches. 
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Armyrd and B6timo bays are separated b j a long strip of rocky ooast 
6 miles in extent. The bottom off them is clean sand, and the depth of 
water diminishes gradually towards the shore, affording good temporary 
anchorage. The sandy shore of R4timo bay terminates at Cape Maletzi, 
7;^ miles about E. ^ N. of the town. 

Momrr psz&orztx or xba. — ^At Cape Maletzi, the roots of the 
ancient Mount Ida, or Fsiloriti of the moderns, extend to the sea, and 
cause the shore to advance to the northward 3 or 4 miles beyond the 
general direction of the coast, for a distance of more than 20 miles, 
forming the rocky capes Lianb Kavo, Khondrd Kavo, Stavros, and Dhia. 
Mount Fsiloriti or Ida, about 8,060 feet above the sea, when seen from the 
north-west has a lofty conical form, but with a broad undulating summit 
from the north, and north-east, and opposite directions* 



c, at 7 miles east of Liand Kavo, is a bay with a cove on its 
west side, where coasting craft anchor and secure to the shore, finding 
shelter from the northerly gales of summer, which in general blow from 
N.N.W. and North. It is only available for coasters, but is mentioned 
here as being a place of refuge for foreign trading vessels of light 
draught, in case of need, where, by dropping an anchor off the mouth of 
the cove in about 6 or 7 fathoms and hauling in under its north point, 
good shelter may be obtained during the usual summer gales. Its position 
may be known by two sharp peaks rising just over it, to the westward 
of which are two or three old towers on a lower ridge rising gradually 
from the coast at the end of R6timo beach. This cove seems to have 
been a recognised port of Crete in ancient days, as the Fanormus Fortus, 
or Astale of the Stadiasmus, there being no other harbour on this part 
of tlio coast with which to identify it ; but the ruins of a small coast town 
and fortress e^t to the west at a distance of about 5 miles, but there 
is no port there. 



t 



at ti.bout 11^ miles eastward of Bali bay, terminates the 
high and rugged coast which separates the bay of B^timo from the bay of 
Candia, and is without danger, Fhod^li bay lies to the westward of 
Cape Stavros. Cape Dhia bears E. by S. from Cape Dr^pano, distant 
89 miles.'*' 



CAHBIA TO^Bir, now called Heracleon, or Megalo-Kastron by .the 
natives, stands on the low shore of the bay, at a distance of 7 miles 



* See Chart : — Candia or Crete, Eastern portion, No. 2,5d6b, scale, m a* 0*5 of an 
inch. 
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flooih^eaat of Cape Dlii% and has a small artificial harbonr, open to the 
eastward^ at its north-east extremity. The fortifications surrounding it 
have an extent of from 2 to 2^ miles, and although much injured by the 
memorable siege it endured before the Turks took it from the Venetians 
in the year 1669, and from recent earthquakes and neglect, there are still 
monuments of the skiU and wealth of tins once powerful republic. This 
town was perhaps unequalled by any coast town in the Levant for strength 
and beauty; and it bears evidences of having been an embellished, 
as well as large city, having several goodly edifices, churches, fountains, 
and public buildings of that time still remaining, but which are now in 
most cases in partial ruin from the earthquake of 1856 or f^om previous 
n^lect. 

The population of the town of Candia is about 12,000, including Turks 
and Greeks ; but^ being no longer the capital, it has lost much of its im- 
portance and trade. Tt is, however, the capital of a Sanjak, and of the 
most fertile division of the island, and is governed by a Pasha ; it is also 
the residence of the vice-consuls or agents of the European consuls at 
Khani^. The harbour is very small for the trade it possesses, and is 
besides partially filled with sand, chiefly the ballast of shipping which from 
time to time has been thrown into it ; 10 or 12 vessels from 100 to 150 
tons can, however, stiU find accommodation within it. The weekly 
Austrian steamer from Sjra, enters the port to receive cargo and 
passengers, and remains a few hours only.* 



~^Ajfixed white is exhibited from a tower on the extremity of 
the mole, on the north side of entrance to Megalo-Kastron, at an elevation 
of 52 feet above the sea, and visible at a distance of 10 miles. 



I. — There is good anchorage in the road off the town 
during summer for a vessel well found in ground tackle, at about half a 
mile north of the lighthouse fort, in 18 fathoms water, muddy sand. A 
steamer may anchor in 9 fathoms at 2 cables from the fort ; but a vessel 
which cannot enter the Harbour,' and awaiting a cargo in winter, will l^d 
either East bay in the island of Standia a safe anchorage to remain in, or 
Panagia creek, in Middle bay of that island, which is more sheltered, and 
where the merchant ships of large burthen in the time of the Venetians 
used to lie to discharge or receive their cargoes from saiMng lighters sent 
out from the town. 

There is also anchorage on the west side of Candia bay, off the little 
valley of Rhodia, which descends from a village of the same name standing 
high on the side of the mountains over that shore. Here also the 



* See Plan :— Megalo-Kastron, No. 1,904, scale, m » 7*8 inches. 
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Venetian n^rchant Tessels of large burthen used to anchor in the summer 
season, to be enabled to embark their cargoes direct from Crete, and where 
they would be quite safe between April and November ; it is now used by 
Turkish men-of-war stationed there. 

A fort commanded the roadstead in the time of the Venetians, to protect 
the shipping ; it is called Faleo Kastron, and its remains exist on a rock 
just over the mouth of the Rhodia or Bhogdik valley. The anchorage is 
in from 15 to 25 fathoms water, at 2 and 3 cables from the base of the 
ruined fort, where there is good shelter in all ordinary gales from the 
north, as they seldom veer to the eastward of N.N.E., except in the 
winter months. 

^RTater^ — ^A supply of good water can be easily obtained from the mouth 
of the large rivulet which flows into the western part of the bay near 
Armyr6, but not at the Armyro rivulet, as that is brackish. 

BTAimiA or BZA X8KBT, lying N.E., nearly 7 miles from Candia 
town or Megalo-Kastron, is an elevated mass of limestone, naked and sterile 
throughout ; its highest point, near the centre, rising 870 feet above the 
sea. The islet is 3 miles long and 2 miles wide ; its northern coast is 
precipitous, and its southern is steep also, but indented with four bays, 
the two eastern of which afford anchorage.* The eastern bay would hold 

15 or 20 vessels when moored with their sterns to the shore, and an 
anchor in the centre, in not less than 14 or 15 fathoms water, from whence 
they would not drag with southerly winds, as the bank is steep and the 
bottom good holding. 

Middle bay, the next westward, has a well sheltered creek at its head, 
named Fanagia, running north-east to the mouth of a rocky ravine. Here' a 
few vessels can secure to both shores, and the tranquillity of the creek, 
with the depth of water alongside the shore, renders it a most convenient 
place to effect repairs or careen if necessary. 

Two or three smaller islets lie around Standia, one called Glaro-nisi or 
Gull islet, to the north-west, and Faximadi, 355 feet high, to the east, off 
which the water is very deep, which thus limits the anchorage ground 
entirely to its indentations or bays. Between Glaro-nisi and Standia a 
rocky reef, partly above water, almost closes the passage between them. 

Water. — There is no good water on the islet, but a well of rather 
brackish but drinkable water exists in the ravine at the head of the creek, 
or it may be procured at the Kartaro river opposite to Standia. 

ovo is a precipitous rock, 170 feet high, lying E. by N. | N., 18 miles 
from the north-east point of Standia, with deep water all round it. 

* See Flan :— Standia Ldet, No. 2715, scale, m •» 8*0 inches. 
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(0WX80 lies 12 miles eastward of Candia town, and the 
coast is nearly straight between them. The interior of Candia between 
Candia town and this cape is comparatively low as compared with the 
generality of the island, being a depression lying between the eastern base 
of Psiloriti or Mount Ida and the third highest range of mountains called 
Lasithi, which rise to a height of 7,000 feet southward of the bay of Malea 
or EhersiSniso. 

Daring the summer gales, which prevail from the N.N.W., coasting 
craft and local traders take shelter close under this cape, in 5 or 6 fathoms 
water, on sand and weed, or anchor there to load with carobs or grain, 
the main produce of this district. It may be known by 3 windmills and 
a church upon it.* 

At a mile southward of the cape is the small peninsula and ancient 
port of Khersuniso, the harbour of Lyttus, a city of some celebrity in the 
early history of Crete, and situated on the flanks of the Lasithi moun- 
tains. The port is now too shallow to be available, although the mole 
exists, besides a theatre and other remains of this once flourishing sea- 
port town. The Spitfire found good shelter under Cape KherscSniso 
during a strong northerly summer gale, although the swell was a little 
inconvenient. Malea or Khers6niso bay affords no anchorage ground 
anywhere, the bottom to the cast of Khers6niso being shallow and rocky 
for half a mile off. From the head of the bay the bold coast trends 
E. by N. for about 17 miles to Cape San Zuan. 



St. John, or Agios loannis, is well known to 
the local mariners for the force and constancy with which the northerly 
breezes blow from within a few miles of it towards the deep gulf of 
Mirabello, and over the isthmus of Hierdpetra at the head of this gulf, 
which is the narrowest and lowest part of the island of Candia, being 
only 6| miles across to the town of Hierdpetra on the south shore of the 
island. 



is a spacious sheet of water enclosed within 
a long peninsula immediately under Cape San Zuan or Agios loannis. 
But although the upper part of the harbour has from 4 to 4^ fathoms 
water over a great portion of it, a bank with 12 feet on it stretches across 
from the north end of the peninsula to the mainland of Candia, and thus 
renders this fine inlet available for coasters of light draught only. The 
anchorage for vessels of any burthen is thus limited to a small space 
just within tbe fortified islet, lying close off the north end of the penin- 
sula, but being so immediately under the high precipices of Cape Agios 



* See Plan : — EhersCniso Bay, No. 2,715, scale, m == 8*0 inches. 
14861. B 
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loannis, it is di&^ult and dangerous for sailing vessels to enter, in con- 
sequence of the constancy and violence of the squalls which descend from 
this stormy point. 

Spinalonga has a quarantine office, and about 100 houses within the 
dilapidated fortress on the islet, which was built by the Venetians from 
its strength, and is now garrisoned by a few Turkish troops. Its in- 
habitants are all Turks, who are either sailors or fishermen, having a 
few schooners and caiques, and carry on a trade with Asia Minor for 
grain and wood required to supply the larger cities of Candia. The 
town of Candia may be commiunicated with from here in ten hours, and 
some supplies may be obtained from the interior, but none at Spinalonga^ 
where the produce is only salt and whetstones, for which it has always 
been noted, the true Turkey stone coming from here. 

PORO BAT. — On the south side of the peninsula of Spinalonga is a 
fine bay, more than a mile wide, called Poro, where there is excellent 
shelter in a North or N.E. gale for a squadron, and on good holding 
ground of muddy sand and weed, in from 16 to 20 fathoms. This is the 
only bay to the east of Suda for which a large vessel could run for shelter 
in the winter season when caught in a north-easterly gale ; and although 
open to the S.E., as the fetch is only 7 or 8 miles across the Mirabello 
gulf, a well found vessel would ride any gale out from that quarter, or, 
by watching the ample warning then always given by the barometer 
when changing from north to south, could put to sea. 

PORT XOKOXZTBZA, on the east side of Spinalonga, is formed by the 
island of Kolokithia, with a passage at either end. The port is open to 
the N.E., and therefore never frequented as a winter anchorage. There 
are rocks extending a little ofi" from both points of the northern entrance, 
in which there are 10 to 17 fathoms water. The south entrance is con- 
tracted by shoals from either side, leaving a narrow passage into the 
port carrying only 15 feet water. It was probably the port of Olontes 
in ancient times, the ruins of which city are seen upon the Ppro isthmus. 
But a great part of the city has been submerged by a recent subsidence 
of the eastern part of Candia, that must have made Spinalonga an island 
also, for the isthmus is now only just above the sea level, and with strong 
north winds the sea beats over it. 

PORT SAX KICOKO, or Mirabcllo harbour, is formed by two small 
islets which lie 3 miles S.S.W. of the peninsula of Spinalonga.* Thid 

♦ See Plans : — Poro Bay, Port Eolokitbia, and San Kicold, scales m = 6'0 and 9*0 
inches respectiTely. 
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port is idways prrferred by the local traders and Levant Bdilors, who are 
aoquaint^d with it, to that of Spinalong% for with one anchor to the 
west in the passage, and a stem fast to the island^ a vessel will lie land- 
locked. There is a shoal rather on the west side of the harbour off the 
mouth of a creek running to the north-west, which it is necessary to 
avoid in entering by the north channel. The South side of the harbour 
is sheltered by a rocky point, upon which are some ruined habitations 
and churches of what was in the time of the Venetians a small fishing 
and trading town called the Borgo di Mirabello, and was then the chief 
place of trade in this neighbourhood, its port being then also preferable 
to Spinalonga, that being a coast garrison only. 

As vessels can only obtain pratique at Spinalonga at the present time, 
a boat must be sent in there on passing, if coming to load at San Nicold, 
or desiring to touch elsewhere. It has been in contemplation by the 
Turkish Government to make this the principal trading port in the east of 
the island, in lieu of Spinalonga. Carobs and oil are the chief exports 
of the Mirabello district, of which a few cargoes are annually exported to 
Europe and Constantinople, and the produce is increasing. This seems 
to have been the ancient Eamera. 



-The only place in the gulf of Mirabello where a vessel can 
procure water, is at the valley South of San Nicold harbour, where by 
sinking a well 8 or 4 feet deep in the bed of the dry water oourse, and at 
a few yards from the sea only, an abundant supply of excellent wateif 
may be procured at all seasons. 



is a lofty islet about one mile long, its summit being 693 feet 
above the sea. Half way across the gulf of Mirabello, in. a straight line 
from Psyra to the islet of Nikola on the west shore, lies the Mirabello 
bank, having only 24 fathoms water on it, close to ft depth of 124 
fathoms. 

Glenerally speaking, along the north coast of Candia the 100 fathoms 
line of soundings is at about 4 miles from the coast, except near the 
projecting capes, when it seldom exceeds 1^ miles from the shore. 



L. — On the east side of the bay of Mirabello is the 
beginning of the large peninsula and Eparchia from Sitfa, which rises the 
fourth group of mountains of Candia. Afendi Vund,* the highest point, is 
immediately over the isthmus of Hierdpetra at the commencement of the 
promontory, and is 4,850 feet above the sea. The whole peninsula is very 
mountainous, and has several upland plains and fertile valleys, the largest 



• I*roperly tu Altendi to Vim6. 
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being that of Sitla. This peninsula, although only about one-sixth part 
of the whole island of Candia^ is almost as large as the islands of Mifylene 
and Rhodes, the two next largest islands in the archipelago, excepting 
Euboea, but its population is very inferior in numbers to them. 



r. — ^At the mouth of the valley of Sitia is a wide bay open 
towards the north, and bounded on the east by the long and indented 
promontory of Sidero. At the western angle of the bay, and standing * 
upon a gently sloping but rocky shore, are the ruined fortress and town 
of Sitla, built by the Venetians, close under which there is good anchorage, 
with shelter from the preyailing northerly winds. A chain should be 
carried to the shore under the fort as a bowfast by all vessels of light 
draught ; or at about 2 cables north of it, by all large class trading vessels 
desiring to anchor here, where, with the outer anchor in 7 or 8 fathoms 
water, 1^ cables from the shore, the point of Sitla will give shelter round 
to N.N.E., to the eastward of which point it rarely blows until after 
Christmas. The Venetians had bollards or mooring posts cut in the 
rocky shore for the convenience of their vessels trading or stationed here, 
which is a further indication of its security, independently of the ex- 
perience gained in the Spitfire during a stormy autumn.* 



I, — There is a well of excellent water close to the angle of 
the bay, which is supplied by a copious spring, that never fails or 
diminishes. A vessel could not obtain pratique here without having 
previously communicated with Spinalonga, but some supplies could be 
obtained, after a little delay, through the Agha of the district, who resides 
at Fiskokefalo, the nearest village. 



islets, four in number, lie off Sitia bay at 6^ miles 
N.N.E. of Cape Sitia ; they are high with deep water all round. 
Tanisada and Dragonara, the two southern, are each about 2 miles long ; 
Faximada, the most northern, is about three quarters of a mile long. 
They are the ancient Dyonislades Insulae, and were once the haunt of 
pirates. 

BPimss ftocx. — This dangerous rock, having less than 10 feet 
water over it, lies nearly midway between the east end of Tanisada and 
Cape Sidero, exactly in the track of vessels running to leeward of the 
Yanisades with the prevailing N.N.W. winds of summer. 

It bears W. by N. 3 miles from Cape Sidero, and may be avoided by 
keeping Cape San Zuan north of Spinalonga shut in with the south side of 



* See Plan :— Sitia Bay, No. 2,724, scale, m es 6*0 inches. 
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Yanisada islet, but this mark requires attention, as it only leads a short 
distance northward of the rock ; Cape Sldero, a little open north of the 
islet of the same name near it, bearing E.S.E. southerly, also leads north- 
ward of the rock ; and Mount Mothes in line with Black islet,-«-southward 
of Cape Mavro — S. by W., ^ W. leads westward of the rock.* 



terminates in a low conical hill. It should not be 
rounded nearer than a distance of 2 miles, so as to avoid three dangers 
which lie off it in about an E. | N. direction. The first is a reef of 
rocks awash at 3^ cables from the cape ; the second has 3^ fathoms over 
it at a mile ; and the third has 4 fathoms water at 1-^ miles distance. 

At the extremity of the cape is a small cove affording shelter to the 
smaller class of coasting craft, and being almost screened under the cliffs 
and hill, was formerly the hiding place of piratical row-boats that lay 
lurking here and in the islands off it. In the summer and autumn, the 
neighbourhood is frequented by numerous sponge boats, generally in 
companies of 8 and 10, which are not always to be trusted ; although 
piracy is now unknown as a positive trade, as in former years, in the 
Levant. 



K — The flat but high island of Elasa lies S.S.E., about 
2^ miles from Cape Sldero, and on its south-west side is a small creek 
which used also to afford a hidden retreat to the piratical craft of modern 
times ; and to the galley rover from Algiers in more ancient days. 



CA9B p&AXA is a level but high projection of the coast, 7^ miles 
douth of Cape Sidero, the coast between them falling back forms Grandes 
bay. This cape is the most eastern point of Candia, although less con- 
spicuous as a headland or promontory than that of Sldero. To the north- 
west of it lies the long narrow islet of Grandes, 105 feet high, and off 
its north-east end a reef extends for nearly half a mile, which is steep-to 
and generally indicated by a ripple or breakers upon it. A small islet, 
30 feet high, lies off the south-west end of the island. 



L — Grandes, Grades, or Paleo Kastro bay, between Capes 
Sldero and Plaka, has two anchorages within it off the valleys of Eremopoli 
or Yai and Eurem^no. That of Kuremeno, on the north side of the red 
conical hill of Paleo Kastro, affords good shelter during southerly winds 
for a vessel windbound for Alexandria, in the winter season, in from 9 to 
10 fathoms water ; and the bay of Eremopoli or Vai, about 4 miles south- 
ward of Cape Sidero, for a vessel in the summer unable to contend against 



* See Views B. and C. on the Chart, No. 2,5d6b. 
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the then prevailing winds and carrents from the northward, and bound 
for Constantinople or into the archipelago firom Alexandia Mid AMoa. 
The anchorage in the latter bay is in from 12 to 17 fathoms, at about half 
a mile N.E. by E. from the black islet or rock. 

The bottom in both bays is muddy sand with weed, and fair holding. 
Kurem^no is equally good as a summer anchorage with north winds. A 
well found vessel would find good shelter with northerly gales on the 
south side of Grandes island, but in not less than 18 or 20 fathoms. Caruba 
bay, on the south side of Cape Plaka, likewise affords anchorage with 
northerly gales, but subject to strong gusts from the high land over it.* 

"WATBS. — There is a well of good water about 300 yards from the 
beach, near the foot of Paleo Kastro hiU, where a merchant vessel might 
procure a little water in case of need by rolling her casks to and from it. 

TAMMO is a small bay 6^ miles S.S.W. f W. of Cape Plaka. Near the 
village is a small plain confined between precipitous and barren ridges, 
enclosing the valley, and which have all remarkable flat summits, and 
naturally terraced sides (particularly the hill over the north side of this 
bay), which mark former sea levels. Zakro is on the site of the ancient 
Itanus. 

Tiie XAVA&&08 are three rocky islets lying nearly half a mile from 
the shore, about 4^ miles to the S.W. of Zakro, with deep water close to 
them. Vessels may anchor to the north of these islets at about half a 
mile from the shore, in from 12 to 15 fathoms wat^r, on a sandy bottom ; 
but the gusts from the mountains during northerly winds descend with 
such terrific force all along this coast from Zakro to Hierdpetra, that it is 
not advisable for any wind-bound vessel to bring up here if she can work 
up to Grandes bay, or for a sailing vessel even to approach it nearer than 
4 or 5 miles, and never with such winds to attempt to pass through the 
Kupho passage, for such is the force and suddenness of these squalls that 
very little canvas can be shown to them. 

It would not be advisable either for a sailing vessel to anchor to the 
northward of the Kuphonlsia during a southerly gale, as the wind often 
shifts so suddenly to the northward that she might find it difficult to 
get away clear of the shoals lying near them after it has shifted, or be 
in danger of dragging her anchors during the gusts that would be then 
expMienced. 

xuvBOinsi, the largest of this group of islets, is ne^ly 2 miles in 
length, flat, and low, its highest point reaching only 212 feet. It lies 

* See Flans : — Grandes Bay, No. 2,724, scale, m = 5*0 inches; and Eremopoli Bay, 
No. 2,715, scale, nc = 14*0 inches. 
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about three 3 miles from the south-east point of Candia, and is otherwise 
recognizable by its white cliffy coast as this part of the mainland of 
Candia has no white cliffs. . 

Two islets lie off its north extreme, namely, Strongilo and Makrulo ;* 
and there extends for a distance of nearly half a mile to the north of the 
former, a reef of three detached rocks, only a few feet under water, but 
leaving a channel of about 2 miles between them and the high steep 
headland of Cape Guderu, the south-east extremity of Candia, eastward 
of which, at 2 cables from the shore, is a small islet and a rock awash. 

From Cape Gaderu, the coast trends westward, after forming the open 
bays of Makri-yalo and Kalonero ; off the points which divide these bays 
there are some shoal patches at from 5 to 6 cables from the shore. 



is a small islet, 30 feet high, near the coast, about 1 1 miles 
west of Cape Guderu, north-east of which is a valley with good water; 
firewood may also be cut on the sides of the valley. 



M — At 18 miles westward of Cape Guderu is the walled 
town of Girapetra, or, as more generally called by the natives, Hierapetra, 
situated at the commencement of a small plain that extends along the 
south shore of the isthmus of Sitia. It was the site of the ancient city of 
Hierapytna, which attained some size and importance in the time of the 
Romans, and had an artificial port formed by two moles from rude blocks 
of stone. But the port, or ports, for it seems to have had an inner as well 
as an outer one, are for the most part filled up, and the moles are partially 
ruined also. 

The modem town stands on the site of the inner and choked up part 
of the port, and is in consequence low, swampy, and very sickly during 
the summer months. A loopholed wall, with towers, which was built by 
the Turks, encloses it on the land side ; and a small Venetian fort, 
standing on the extremity of the point, commands its sea-face. Hierdpetra 
contains about 2,000 inhabitants, and has some little trade in oil, the 
produce of the plain lying to the north and north-west of the town. The 
bay on the east side of it affords anchorage on a clean sandy bottom 
during northerly and north-west winds, but it is open and unsafe with 
southerly winds-f 



. — ^At 7J miles south of Hierdpetra lies the long low 
island of Gaidaronisi, off the east end of which is a small conical-shaped 
islet, but higher than the large island, with only a boat passage between 



♦ Strongilo, ronnd ; Makralo, long ; Gaidaronisi, Donkey isle. 
f See Plan : — ^Hierapetra Bay, No. 2,761 scale, m — 8*0 inches. 
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them. A vessel might run for and anchor under the centre of the large 
island, in the event of being caught too near the land in a south-east or 
south gale, and unable to gain an offing ; but she should anchor in not 
less than 10 or 12 fathom water, and at not less than half a mile from the 
shore, as shallow and rocky ground extends for 2 or 3 cables off, but the 
bottom is a clean white sand beyond. 

The vessel should, however, be prepared to weigh as soon as the wind 
veers to West and N. W., as it will soon do ; and then return to Hierd- 
petra, if trading there, or gain an offing, so as not to be caught when the 
gale has settled in the north, with the islet under her lee. The best 
anchorage in a southerly gale is in about 8 fathoms, at 3^ cables N.E. of 
the north-east point of Gaidaronisi, when the small islet to the east of it 
(Makronisi) will bear about S.E. ^ E. The bottom is fine sand, but 
good holding ground with sufficient cable out ; and in this position, if the 
wind veers to N.W. or North, it would be practicable for a sailing vessel 
to put to sea. 

The south coast of Candia, having no secure harbour, has no trade 
except in summer, which is then carried on by 3 or 4 small schooners 
only, and a few coasting boats. A large part of the produce is now 
consequently transported on mules to the trading towns on the north 
coast, were foreign export is alone permitted, so as to prevent smuggling 
upon this coast ; and although there is a quarantine official at Hier^patra, 
he has no power to give pratique to a vessel coming from any other island 
or country, until communicating with the town of Candia, or Spinalonga, 
to which latter place the bill of health must be sent by a special messenger 
under a delay of 3 or 4 days. 

AsrcBOBAOB. — Although there are no good ports, there are, how- 
ever, anchorages off several bays on the south coast of Candia duiing the 
summer months, or with north winds ; but the water in general deepens 
very suddenly, and the bank or ground upon which anchorages can be 
obtained is in general limited. There are a few dangers also, the most 
important of which is the Kal6yeri reef. 



is a dangerous reef 4 miles westward of Hier^petra, 
and extending out nearly a mile from the point which forms the eastern 
spur of the Lasithi mountains, or from the end of the long olive grove 
extending along the coast west of Hierdpetra. 

Bjmsuno and XBBATOir BATS. — Sudsuro bay, distant about 22 
miles westward of Hierapetra, affi:>rds anchorage in from 7 to 10 fathoms 
water, at a quarter of a mile south of the shingle point in front of 
the rocky gorge through which issues the rivulet that gives its name 



SUDSURO BAY. — KALO-LIMNIONES. 23 

to the locality. This is an excellent watering place ; and abundance of 
firewood may be also cut along the coast to the east of the Anapodari river, 
a much larger stream than the S(idsuro, that falls into the sea 1^ miles 
east of it, but not so sheltered for watering. The Anapodari flows from 
out of the great Messaria plain ; which is the finest district of Candia, 
and, if cultivated to the extent of its capabilities, would almost meet the 
annual requirement of grain for the island. (^See page '25.) 

Keraton bay, 3 miles eastward of Sudsuro, has a more spacious an- 
chorage ground from its bank extending farther off the coast, but it is not 
so well sheltered as Siidsuro from the westerly winds and swell. The 
large town and fertile district of Viano will be seen over the bay ; it is 
the chief town of the district of Arkadia or Rhizo. 

As the land over Siidsuro is low in comparison to the mountains on 
either side, and forms a sort of gap between the Laslthi mountains to the 
east, which are 7,100 feet high, and the Kophino mountains, which extends 
immediately over the coast to the west of Stidsuro, and are 3,750 feet high, 
the bay is consequently subject to strong winds during the northern gales 
of the summer season, which thus find an escape across the island by this 
gap ; the squalls, however, are not so violent as to render the anchorage 
unsafe or even inconvenient, as under the Kophino mountains to the 
westward, where, the wind being less steady, the gusts are more violent in 
consequence. Under the Laslthi mountains, on the contrary, it is in 
general calm, with northerly winds, and the calm extends to a distance of 
5 or 6 miles from the land, sometimes more, beyond which the breeze 
is steady ; local calms or squalls are consequently the embarrassments of 
navigating too near the land with such winds. 

The highest point of the K6phino mountains terminates in a remarkable 
horn or pointed crag, 3,750 feet above the level of the sea, which, being 
seen from a great distance, forms a good landmark for recognizing this 
part of the coast. 



the ancient Cape Leon, is a conspicuous headland, 
18 miles westward of Siidsuro, which in certain views bears such a 
resemblance to a couched lion as to merit the ancient appellation. 

The ruins of Lebena, once the principal sea port town of Gortyna, are, 
over a small bay, immediately on the east side of this headland, off which 
there is anchorage in from 10 to 12 fathoms. The ancients hauled their 
vessels ashore under the town. It was also celebrated for i^s temple to 
Esculapius. The invalid citizen of Gortyna no doubt found relief there 
from inhaling the pure sea air, and hence the temple. 



or more correctly 'stus Kalds Limi6nes, the Fair 
Havens, from whence St. Paul sailed previous to his shipwreck at 
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MeUta, is a small bay^ 5 miles west of Cape Kefala, It is open to the 
east, but partially sheltered by two islets, which lie to the south-east and 
south of it. It is therefore not recommended as an anchorage to winter 
in ; although a vessel well found in anchors and chains, as in the present 
day, would no doubt have a better chance than in the days of St. Paul, 
by securing with stern fasts to the shore, under the lee of or on the north 
side of the islet of St. Paul ; for with an anchor out to the N.E. in 
7 fathoms water, and another to the N.N.W. in 8 fathoms, where the 
bottom is sandy mud and weed, and fair holding ground, she would be 
under the lee and well sheltered ; and although the swell rolling round 
the point of the island during a south-east or southerly gale would be 
inconvenient, the vessel would not be endangered so long as the shore-fast 
held. 

There is also anchorage in the roadstead to the east of the islets, and 
even for a fleet, with all westerly or north winds, in from 10 to 20 fathoms, 
between St. Paul islet and the steep black rock or islet in the middle of 
the bay ; but between the latter islet and Trapho (lying near the shore 
more to the east), there is a reef extending a quarter of a mile from the 
base of a remarkable triangular cliff; which cliff, therefore, must not be 
approached too close. Opposite Traphonisi was the ancient town of 
Lassea.* 



\. — On the west side of the above cliff is a valley with a dry 
watercourse ; but by sinking a well in the beach, some 4 or 5 feet deep, 
and not more than 25 or 30 feet from the sea, a good supply of excellent 
water can be obtained. There is no other water in the bay, and the 
only inhabitants here at present are a few shepherds and some Albanian 
guards. At Kalo-Limniones a messenger could be sent to a consul at the 
town of Candia, if required, in 12 hours, for about ten shillings. 



terminates the K6phino mountains, at 8^ miles west- 
ward of Kalo-Limniones, and forms also the south extremity of the wide 
bay of Messara or Dibkki. It is a bold and well defined headland, distin- 
guished by a high wedge-shaped cliff; the cape forming the acute angle 
of the wedge. 



r, to the north of Cape Littinos, is 10 miles across, its 
northern part washing the base of the lofty Psiloriti or Mount Ida, which 
from this point of view, presents a long broad-backed summit, and not 
conical as from the north-west side of Candia. The coast for 5 miles to 
the north of the cape is formed of low white cliffs ; and for 5 miles 
farther on to the mouth of the Messara valley, near the village of Dib^ki, 



* 8€e Flan :— Ealo-Limiiioiies, No. 8,724, scale, m » 5*0 inehes. 
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the shord is low, with a clean sandy bottom off it, decreasing in depth 
gradually from. 20 and 18 fathoms at one mile distant. There is con*- 
sequently good anchorage in any part of this bay in the summer season. 
Water may be procured at the Messara river, or at Gallines bay, the 
outlet of the Amari valley, which runs at the western base of Psiloriti or 
Mount Ida half across the island. 

"WZirBS. — The swell from a sea breeze or westerly winds would, how- 
ever, render communication with the shore in these bays often difficult, 
and the squalls from Psiloriti with northerly gales strike the bay with 
great violence, and they are very frequent between the months of June 
and October, known then by the native sailors of the Levant as the 
Meltem gale, when their coming or continuance is always indicated by a 
fleecy bank of white clouds, which then envelopes the summit of Psiloriti 
and some of the neighbouring peaks. 

In the winter these northerly gales are more violent, and the squalls 
more to be dreaded in consequence ; and their effect upon the craft of 
St. Paul's day, which were only adapted for summer navigation, may thus 
be easily comprehended ; hence the disabled condition of his ship upon 
encountering one of these gales after leaving Fair Havens, with the 
intention of wintering at Phoenice, to the westward of it. 

The stormy wind, called Euroclydon in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
the Meltem'* of the modern Greek navigator, seem therefore to be 
identical; for to the Ijevantine sailor the Meltem is a tempest always to be 
on his guard against, especially from its squalls when passing under any 
high land, which are often of hurricane force \ and it is thus probable that 
its character and not so much its direction is meant by the word Euro- 
clydon in the description of St. Paul's voyage by St. Luke. For in the 
Black Sea and northern parts of the Archipelago, the Meltem or northern 
gales are invariably N.N.E., but in the southern parts and Cretan Seas 
it is N.N.W., whilst in Egypt and Syria it is frequently between N.W. 
and N.N.W. 

Kalo-Iimniones is a more tranquil anchorage with these gales than 
the Messara bay, as in the former a moderate and steady breeze is often 
blowing, whilst in the Messara bay it is a strong gale, especially in the 
beginning of the day, just as St. Paul experienced in crossing it ; and as 
was also experienced in the Spitfire on one occasion of leaving Kalo- 
Limniones for the western part of Candia ; and this circumstance and 



♦ The Turkish word Meltem is more usually applied to summer gales ; and at Con- 
stantinople and on the Bosphorus it bears a special name, according to tke produce of the 
season, as Elabak Meltemi, Kiraz l Ul tem i mt Chary Meltem 
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experience first threw light on the true meaning and character of the 
Euroclydon of St. Lnke. 



.—The coasting craft that trade with the Messara district 
more generally anchor in a small cove 4^ miles north of Cape Littinos, 
from having a more level road from it than from Kalo-Limniones. It is 
called Matala, and although sheltered from the north is open to the west 
winds ; during which the vessels are hauled ashore upon a good beach 
This was the other trading port of Gortjma, recognized bj its still 
retaining the ancient name of Metala or Matala, given to it by the 
ancient authors, and by the ruins existing there ; the shore cliffs also are 
perforated with tombs, some of which are below the level of the sea, and 
fehow a subsequent depression of the coast as at Spinalonga and Cape 
Sidero. 

The Messara produces a fine quality of wheat, and is capable of tenfold 
greater fertility and cultivation than at present. It. is 25 miles long by 3 
and 4 wide, dry in general, but with several rivulets intersecting it, and 
could be made the garden of Candia, as it no doubt was in ancient times, 
when Gortyna fiourished as the capital of the island. 

The PiUUMABiA* are two islets, lying before Messara bay. They 
are high, reaching 1,160 feet, and surrounded by deep water, and therefore 
present no difficulty to the navigation of the bay, but as there is no 
anchorage near them they afford no shelter for an embayed vessel. They 
bear N.W. 8 miles from Cape Littinos, and South 5^ miles from Cape 
Mellisa, the nearest part of Candia north of them. 



. — The coast between Messara bay and Sphakia, about 22 miles 
westward of Kavo Mellisa, has several indentations and bays at the 
mouths of precipitous valleys, and picturesque gorges, each with a small 
streamlet of good water flowing out of them to the sea. Anchoring 
ground can be found off some of them, but that of Plaka and the bays 
east and west of Franco Castello alone deserve notice as being the most 
convenient and also from having the best water ; but there is neither 
produce or object of interest sufficient to invite a trader or traveller upon 
this part of the coast, except its picturesque features ; and the squalls 
which descend from its gorges with strong northerly gales are terrific. 



is a ruined Venetian fort^ on a low point of the 
coast, off which there is a long ledge of rocks forming a sort of natural 
mole. The rocks enclose a small sheet of water, with 2 and 3 fathoms 

* Fsudmidiai bisooitSa 
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water within. Coasting craft use it in the summer reason, and .there is a 
local tradition that the Venetians intended to convert it into a safe port 
for winter use also, had they retained possession of the island. 



. — The coast town of Sphakia, the capital of a celebrated 
mountain district of Candia, stands on the west side of a sloping point 
5 miles west of Franco Castelli, and about 3 miles east of the port of 
Lutroy which is its harbour ; but in summer the coasting craft generally 
lie under Sphakia, at the mouth of a small cove, or are hauled ashore 
there, preferring it to the shelter of Lutro bay, in consequence of the 
inconvenience of communicating between it and Lutro by land across the 
several intermediate gorges and ridges, by which it takes nearly 4 hours, 
although only three-quarters of an hour by sea when fine. Sphakia was 
formerly a town of some size, and possessed, previous to the Greek revo- 
lution, 15 square-rigged vessels, and a population of about 3,000, but it is 
now dwindled to a mere village of not more than 80 or 100 houses. The 
ill success of this unfortunate effort to shake off the Turkish rule has not 
however abated their patriotism. But their local repute suffers by their 

lawless daring and deeds. 

• 

POST &VT&Of the ancient Phoenix or Phoenice, immediately under 
the highest part of Madara Yun^, is the only bay on the south coast 
where a vessel would be quite secure in winter. It bears N.W. | W. 36J 
miles from Cape Littinos. The plan and view of Lutro fully show its 
capacity, and the shelter to be obtained within its point and islet ; and 
although so limited, it is said that formerly 15 or 16 small but square- 
rigged vessels belonging to Sphakia, used to winter in it, with their stems 
secured to the south shore of the port.* 

It is represented to be safe in winter, as the south winds never blow 
home against the lofty and precipitous mountains which rise above it, and 
the swell which then reaches the shore is consequently merely a dead 
swell, causing only motion to the vessels without strain to their ground 
tackle. 

The head of the port has a narrow slip of shingle beach in front of a 
small garden, uid a few houses, the position of which seems to confirm the 
statement of the natives regarding the safety of the port ; for one of the 
houses is built within 10 feet of the sea, and shows no indication of the 
swell ever reaching its foundations, consequently no damaging sea can 
ever exist within the port. 

The position of Lutro is best recognized from the sea by the town of 
Sphakia, the houses of which can be seen several miles distant, being 

* See Flan :— Port Lutro, No. 217, scale, m a 8 inches. 
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ibe umly town besides Hier^petra standing immediately upon the south 
Ooairt of Candia. The mountains also to the eastward of it are less preci- 
pitous and eley^ted than to the westward^ for the bald steeps of the 
Madara Vun^ commence their rise just over it. 

AttroxtoAAas. — The winds most feared by the natives are the northly 
gales of winter, during which the gusts descend from the mountains above 
Mrith hurricane violence. A good cable is, therefore, necessary from the 
port bow of the vessels across to the rocks on the north shore of the port, 
as an anchor in the shallow water would come home ; and a good anchor 
and ground tackle also must be laid well out to the north-east, in not less 
than 15 or 20 fathoms water, where it would be in firm ground, and with 
a very steep incline of the bottom to drag against. The stern fasts should 
also be secured to the quarter of the vessels, so as to allow them to 
Swing off to all N.W. or N.E. gales, as this would greatly relieve the 
strain. 

A Turkish schooner of war laid here during a part of the winter of 
1858, and found that the squalls with North and N.E. gales were the most 
to be apprehended and guarded against. The south winds, as abov^ stated, 
sent in only a swell, and never fetched home. 

The vessel bearing St. Paul, with h^ 276 men, might thus h£ve 
Wintered in safety in Lutro, as was intended ; and this fact confirms it as 
the ancient Phoenice of the Acts which the captain of the ship hoped to 
i^each after starting irom Fair Havens or Kalo-Limniones. In those days^ 
al8o> the depths within the bay must have been 2 fathoms greater, and its 
shore came in a few yards wider and deeper ; for notwithstanding my asser* 
tion of an elevation of its coast to that amount has been disputed, I am 
enabled by a still more recent visit to re-assert the fact and to main- 
tain it. H*M.S. Cambrian laid two or three days In this port in 1827^ 

The captain of the port at Lutro is also the pratique officer for Sphakia; 
Lutro and Hier&petra are, therefore, the only places on the south-west 
coast of Candia where a sanitary passport is officially recognized. 



.—There are several wells at the head of the port, but the 
water is slightly saline or 'mineral, yet not unwholesome, as the natives 
frequently can drink no other, and even recommended it medicinally, as 
fm alterative^ and for producing an appetite. There is, however, good 
water to be procured, when there is no swell, from under a high cliff, about 
1^ miles west of the port, where, by simply digging a hole in a shingle 
beach under the precipice, and merely to the depth of a foot or two only, a 
strong flow of water is met with, from when the vessels in the port water 
always when practicable. 
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CMLTBO and OAVi»o pu&o lie direotly south of Sphakia^ at a distance 
of 20 milesy and are under its goremment. Tlie former island done is in- 
liabited, and contains about 100 poor families, but it is not Very fertile* 
It has a roadstead on the east side of it, where there is anchorage in from 
10 to 20 fathoms, on a bottom of sand and mud< There is anchorage also 
close off the south-east point of the island, to the east of Cape Triple, in 
14 fathoms at 2 cables from the shore, and this is preferable with northerly 
winds to the eastern roadstead, but not with westerly winds. Gape 
Tripitl terminates the high cliffs forming the southern coast of Gaydo> 
and is remarkable for three natural arches perforated through its extremity, 
with a small valley on its east side. The north side of the island is low 
and shelving, and has shoal ground extending for 3 cables off all its points ; 
and there are two outlying rocks at one and 1^ miles from this extreme, 
with deep water around them. Gavdo Pulo, 440 feet high, has no dangers 
around it, and no anchorage ground. 

Gavdo is the Clauda of the ancients, and the Gozo of the middle age and 
modern navigators of the Levant. It has generally been dreaded by 
the mariner for its supposed outlying dangers, but the south shore is 
quite free, being bold and precipitous. This has prabably arisen from 
the passage in Acts xvii., v. 17, when the sailors apprehended falling 
into "quicksands." No other danger than the rocks above described, 
however, exist around it, and none certainly of the nature of quick- 
sands. Nevertheless, the natives have a tradition that a shoal was 
known to their ancestors, which tradition may have sprung also from 
the same source, since our deep soundings around it gave no indication 
of a rising of the bottom to lead to the supposition of a submerged bank 
or quicksand having ever existed anywhere near it as a danger. The 
island may, therefore, be boldly approached, and the shelter of its lee, or 
the anchorage its roadstead affords, be taken advantage of during a south- 
west or westerly gale. 



L. — The coast west of Port Lutro is the most pictu- 
resque part of Candia; lofty crags and ridges descend almost abruptly to the 
sea from the bold and bald summits of the Madara Tunk, their lowel* and 
middle zones being sprinkled with forests of fir and cypress. The growth 
of these trees is, however, stunted, and more adapted to firewood than ship 
timber ; and the ibex roves upon the mountain and within the forests in 
considerable numbers. The Madara Vuna rises to the height of about 
8,000 feet at 4^ miles from the coast ; and the sea attains a depth of nearly 
9,000 feet at about the same distance off shore. The bays, therefore, 
which exist at the mouth of every valley or gorge, between Lutro and 
Selino, afford no anchorage for a sailing vessel ; a steamer may, however. 
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bring up off Bome of them r namely, at Bumeli and Agios E3rrkos, 5^ and 
14^ miles respectively westward of Lutro, at from 1 J to 2^ cables from 
the shore, but merely as a temporary anchorage in fine weather. 

Siiia is a valley and bay about 2^ miles north-east of Cape Floml at 
the western base of the Madara Yunk, from which there is a road across 
to Ebanik, but there is no anchorage off it. In Agios Kyrkos, a bay about 
a mile to the west of it, there is anchorage. Both Stda and Agios Eyrkos 
were the sites of ancient towns, and had ports, but they are now within 
the shore. 



is the next good anchorage on this coast, at 4 miles westward 
of Cape Floml, the western point of 'the bay of Agios Kyrkos ; it is formed 
by a low point or plain, at the extremity of which is a flat eminence 
forming a small peninsula and surrounded by a cliff. At a few miles dis- 
tant this peninsula looks like an island, and indeed must have been one 
since the historic times, as the coast has been here elevated upwards of 
20 feet since the ancient authors described it. The ruins of a small 
Venetian fortress stand on the northern edge of the peninsula, and a 
rugged islet lies off its western point with a deep passage between. 
Although an important coast station in the time of the Venetians, it is 
now without a house or inhabitant, but that of the guardian of the coast. 

There is anchorage on either side of the peninsula during summer, but 
the bay on the east side of it being sheltered from westerly winds is 
preferable, although with a deeper and steeper bottom, than in the bay on 
the west side. 

A stream of good water issues from the adjacent valley through a line 
of plane trees and oleanders, and flows over a shingle beach to the sea 
just abreast of the anchorage, which is in from 12 to 20 fathoms at 2 or 3 
cables from the beach, and on a sandy bottom. The squalls with northerly 
gales are very violent here, in one of which, however, of great violence, 
H.M.S. Spitfire steamed in, and anchored to await its abatement, and 
rode securely for three days with two anchors ahead, and without starting 
either of them, although the bottom is steep. 

The western bay affords a longer extent of clean sandy bottom for 
anchoring more conveniently in shaUow water ; and a small vessel may 
get well sheltered from the west under the low rocky point of Trakhild, 
by anchoring off one or two huts on the west side of this bay, where 
there is also a stream of good water from the adjacent valley which 
would supply a fleet. And with strong north winds for a vessel merely 
desiring shelter until its abatement, the western bay of S^lino is the best 
to anchor in. 



SEUNO.— HCAPE KRIO. — ^BLAPHONISI. — tXTTBU 3l 



:o is the headland forming tlie sonth-west extremity of 
Candia, and bears W. bj N. ^ N., 4^ miles from S^lino point. It was 
anciently called Kriu Metopon, or Ram's forehead, from its supposed re- 
semblance to it ; but although a somewhat bold terminaiion of the western 
mountains of Candia, it is not high or remarkable as compared with other 
points and headlands.* 

There is a small cove for coasting boats, with a rocky islet off it at 
8 cables distant north of the cape, which must be the port Biennus of the 
anonymous Periplus ; but the recent elevation of the coast has much 
reduced its ancient limits and accommodation. 



is a long flat island lying 3^ miles to the north-west of 
Cape Erie, but with merely a boat channel of 2 or 3 feet water only 
within it. Its western extremity is its highest part, where it is also 
bold ; but on the south side of the island, and between it and Cape Krio, 
there are dangerous rocky patches, -lying off to a distance of half a mile 
from the land ; and as the water in the head of the bay to the east of it is 
too deep, it affords no very commodious anchorage ; but a few steamers, 
or two or three sailing vessels with auxiliary power, could obtain 
convenient anchorage during a northerly gale in from 8 to 12 fathoms 
water, at 2 cables from the shore, and upon a bottom of sand. 

The anchoring ground is limited, and exists only off a ravine descend- 
ing from some remarkable white patches on the side of the mountains 
above, and with Cape Erie bearing S.£. This anchorage was found 
preferable with northerly gales to that of S^lino for temporary shelter, in 
consequence of being under low land, and therefore not subject to the 
violent squalls which are experienced there, and along the south coast with 
such winds ; but the anchoring ground, as before remarked, is limited, 
as the ground to the westward of it is uneven and foul, and to the east of 
it under the higher land much too deep. 



.—The ^ay and cultivated plain of Acte, 14 miles north of 
Elaphoni8i,t is situated about the middle of the western coast of Candia, 
between two high ranges of hills. On its north extremity is Cape Eutri, 
bluff and difl^, off which lies the rugged and sea washed islet of Petalldes 
to the south-west ; and a reef of rocks 3 cables farther off in the same 
direction. 

Kutri has some remains of the ancient town of Phalasama; it was the 
western port of the neigbouring city of Polyrhenia^ and had an artificial 



* See Sketch on Chart f Elaphonisi, Stag islet 

14861. c 
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harbour^ but whioh is now ifdand, throngli a recent tiphea?al of tiie coast 
since tlie bistorio period. It bas no inbabitants.* 



-Tbere is ancborage witbin tbe islet and reef of 
Fetalides witb nortberlj winds, bat tbe ground is cbieflj rockj, witb 
sandy patcbes between all deptbs under 12 fatboms* It migbt, bowever, 
be found sometimes more convenient for a vessel or steamer to andior 
bere tban to run entirely to leeward of tbe island on meeting a strong 
nortb-easterlj gale at tbis entrance of tbe Arcbipelago, particularly as a 
sailing vessel would find it difficult to gain tbe ancborage of S^lino^ if 
tbe gale was very violent, on account of tbe beavy gusts and squalls 
preventing oanvas from being set. 



. — Tbe outlying islet of Pondikonisif and its little rock, 
close off its soutb-west extreme, are about 6^ miles N.W. by N. of Cape 
Eutri, and 4^ miles W. f S. of Grabusa. Tbe islel^ is balf a mile long, 
and rises 730 feet above tbe level of tbe sea ; it is steep-to, and affi>rds no 
ancborage. It is tbe ancient Myloe. 

Grabusa barbour and tbe Corycus promontory, of wbicb latter Cape 
Eutri forms tbe soutbern end, bave already been described at pp. 3, 4. 
For furtber information tbe mariner is referred to tbe Admiralty cbarts 
and plans of tbe several ports in Candia as tbe best guide. 



u — Tbe coast of Candia is subject to variable currents, being 
influenced greatly by local winds ; but in very fine weatber, about the 
period of new or full moon, a lunar influence, by an elevation of 6 or 8 
inches of tbe water, is also observable. 

But tbe descending current* from tbe Dardanelles and the encircling 
current from Egypt round by Syria and Earamania unite in absorbing and 
confusing these natural influences by causing a predominating current 
from North to South throughout the Archipelago, and from N.E. to S.W. 
on tbe coast of Candia, from a half to 1^ knots per hour. 

No exact law can therefore be given from any experience in respect 
to tbe Archipelago currents, more especially in the soutbern part, and 
in the channels of approach on tbe east and west side of Candia. For 
not only existing local, but distant winds, when strong, will sometimes 
retard and change the direction of the currents, as well as their strength 
also. 

Thus southerly gales (especially in tbe autumn, when the water brought 
down by rivers is at its minimum) will entirely reverse the Archipelago 

♦ See Plan : — ^Kutri, No. 217, Bcale, in = 8*0 inches. 
t Fondikonisi, Bat island. 
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currents^ causing a flow back to the northward, and through the Dar- 
danelles and Bosphorus into the Black Sea^ instead of its usual direction 
out of that partly fresh-water basin. Southerly and S.W. breezes will 
likewise cause an easterly current in the southern part of the Archi- 
pelago, and then greatly increase the southerly current through the 
Soarpanto and Casso straits when thus united with the Dardanelles 
current also. 

These currents have been invariably found to be superficial, having a 
depth of from 30 to 50 fathoms only, and decreasing in strength with 
the depth. Thus in the deeper regions and below 200 fathoms no 
appreciable current has been detected. Indeed complete tranquillity seems 
to exist- 

The only rule, therefore, that can be given as a caution to the navi- 
gator, especially for the southern part of the Archipelago and its ap- 
proaching channels on the east and west of Candia, is to allow a current 
of from one or 1^ knots in the direction of the wind when it amounts to 
a fresh or even a moderate breeze. And where there are such currents 
in the ofBing and open channels there will of course be inshore eddies 
likewise. 

In navigating these narrow seas at night, therefore, some consideration 
of these local influences must be allowed as a precaution, particularly 
where neighbouring channels and bays may easily be mistaken for each 
other by the stranger approaching them, even with the best of charts ; 
more especially whilst there are so few lights to guide him from doubt 
and danger, and such sources of error exist, in a total dependence upon 
direct courses and distances, where the currents are uncertain, and when 
clouds obscure the bolder landmarks and mountains indicated upon the 
charts of this stormy Archipelago. 
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QUARANTINE REGULATIONS. 

The chief health office is fixed at Khania, and there are subordinate 
offices established at Suda and Sphakia^ in the province of Khanik, the 
last named for local trade only ; and at Candia town, Spinalonga, and 
Hier&petra> in the province of Candia ; Hierapetra being also a sub- 
ordinate office for local trade only. The town of R^timo has likewise an 
office. 

Immediately on arrival at a port, the captain of a ship, whether of 
war or merchant vessel, must report himself to the health office^ and 
no communication with the shore must take place until he has got 
pratique. If from a suspected country, the passengers are landed ; they 
are distributed in rooms, for each of which 45 piastres (about eight 
shillings) are to be paid. On the fourth evening after their arrival they 
are examined and pratique given them the next morning. Susceptible 
goods, such as are. considered to carry contagious influence, are landed 
as soon as possible, the bales opened to ventilation and submitted to ten 
days quarantine. 

Every ship leaving the island, and bound to a Turkish port, must 
be provided with a bill of health procured from the health office, for 
which a fee, varying from two to twenty piastres, is charged. If a 
foreigner, to obtain this document, he brings with the passengers 
passports a certificate from his consul, as well as one from the custom 
house. When a ship leaves the port without having unloaded her 
cargo, it is not necessary to take a new bill of health, but to obtain a 
visa. K a ship on her arrival should have no bill of health, the state ot 
health of her inmates is suspected, and she is submitted to ten days 
quarantine. If any want of accordance should exist between the answers 
of the captain aud the bill of health, the latter is declared foul. 
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TABLE OF POSITIONS. 



Name of Place. 


Exact Spot. 


Latitude, 
North. 


Longitude, 
East. 






o / // 


o / // 


Grabosa - - . 


Cape Bosa . - . 


35. 37. 25. 


23. 35. 16. 


Cape Spada 


North Extreme 


35. 41. 30; 


23. 43. 45. 


KhanU or Cane4 - 


lighthouse 


35. 30. 48. 


24. 1.24. 


CapeTripiti 


North Extreme 


35. 36. 6* 


24. 7.50. 


Cape Drepano 


North Extreme 


35. 28. 24. 


24ff 14. 38. 


Betimo ... 


lighthouse 


35.22. 0. 


24. 29. 12. 


Megalo Kastron - 


lighthouse 


35. 21. 0. 


25. 8. 0. 


Standia I. 


Middle bluff 


35. 25. 35. 


25. 14. 25. 


Cape San Zuan - 


Extreme - - 


35. 20. 33. 


25.47. 5. 


Khersoniso 


Agios Adonis 


35. 20. 10. 


25. 24. 10. 


Poro Bay - - 


Buined Mill 


35. 15. 20. 


2.5.45. 0. 


San Nicold 


Nicold islet 


35. 12. 10. 


25.44. 0. 


SMa . 


Scala 


35. 12. 28. 


26. 7.26. 


Pazimadi ... 


North Extreme 


35. 22. 40. 


26. 11. 25. 


Cape Sidero 


Extreme - • . 


35. 19. 0. 


26. 19. 50. 


Eremopoli 


Black rock 


35. 15. 35. 


26. 17. lO. 


Grandes ... 


Small beacon 


35. 12. 53. 


26. 17. 8. 


Euphonisi 


South Extreme 


34. 54. 50. 


26. 8.42. 


Hierapatra 


Centre of fort 


35. 0. 0. 


25. 44. 50. 


Ghddaronisi 


Islet at east end 


34. 52. 23. 


25. 45. 80. 


Kalo-Limniones - 


St. Paul islet, east end 


34. 55. 21. 


24. 49. 18. 


Cape Littinos 


South extreme 


34. 54. 48. 


24. 44. 56. 


Paxim^dia KiflU - 


West extreme 


35. 0. 0. 


24. 35. 0. 


Gozo or Ghavdo - 


South extreme 


34. 47. 12. 


24. 7.30. 


Port Lntro 


Buined battery 


35. 10. 55. 


24. 4.25. 


Cape Kntri 


Extreme ... 


35. 30. 8. 


23. 33. 20. 


C^ie Krio ... 

• 


S.W. extreme 


85. 18. 10. 


23. 34. 38. 
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INDEX. 



Actebay - 
A^ndi Yiui^ motuitaiji 
Agios or Ayo$ loannii 

SoBtia 
EyrkoB bay 



Agio Pnevma 

Agria Gabiisa 

AkroM peninsula - 

AmariTaUey 

Anapodari jriver - 

Apok6rona yalley - 

Aptera - - - 

Arkadia district - 

Arraytd Potamo riYnlet and bay 

Bali bay - 

Buia of^ . - - 

Cable, electric 
Cambrian, wreck of 
Candia - - - 

Canea _ - - 

Camba bay 
Cerigotto - . - 
Corycus promontory 
Crete or Candia - 
Currents - - - 

Cyamon promontory 

Dhia cape - - - 

Dia islet - - - 

Diotaomiim or Dictynna - 
Dragonara islet 
Dr^pano cape 

Elaphonisi 
Elasa island 
Electric cable 
BremopoH or vw - 
Escnlapins temple - 
Eubcea - - - 

Enroclydon wind - •* 

Fair Hayens 

Ferers - . - 

Flomi cape 

Fotianisi islet 

Franco Castello fort 



Page 








Page 


31 


Graidaronisi 


- 


- 


- 21,22 


17 


Gallines bay 


- 


- 


25 


15 


Oavdo and Craydo Polo 


- 


29 


5 


Glaro-nisi or Qnll islet 


- 


14 


30 


Gortyna - 


- 


- 


26 


6 


Gozo 


•■ 


- 


29 


3 


Grabnsa harbour 


- 


- 


4 


- 6,8 


Grades bay 


- 


m 


19 


25 


Grandes bay 


- 


- 


19 


23 


Guderu cape 


- 


- 


20 


10 


Heradeon or Megalo Eastron 


12 


10 


Hier^petra 


- 


- 


21 


23 


Hier&pytna 


* 


- 


21 


- 10,11 












Ida mount 


• 


„ 


12 


12 










4 


John, St., oape 


- 


- 


15 


8 


Ealo-Iimniones 






- 2S-25 


4 


Ealonero bay 


. 


_ 


21 


12 


Ealoyeri reet 


•■ 


- 


22 


6 


Ealyres 


- 


- 


10 


20 


Eamera - 


- 


. 


17 


3 


Eantzili^res 


. 


. 


6 


32 


Eartaro riyer 


. 


• 


14 


- 1,2 


Eayallos islet 


. 


. 


20 


8, 32, 33 


Eeraton bay 


. 


- 


• 22,23 


8 


Eefala cape 


- 


. 


23 


- 12, 13 


Ehanill - 


.. 


. 


6 


14 


ElierB6ni80 cape 


- 


. 


15 


6 


Ehoodrd Elayo 


- 


. 


11 


18 


Eisuno bay 


. 


m 


- 4, 5 


- 9,10 


Eok>kitbia port 


- 


m 


16 


31 


Eophino moiintaing 


m 


28 


19 


Erin Metopoa 


- 


m 


- ^ 31 


8 


KHocape - 


- 


m 


31 


19 


Enpheiusi' 


• 


m 


20 


23 


Enphonisi shoals and passage 


20 


18 


Eurem^o 


- 


m 


19 


25 


Eutri 


- 


m 


- 31, 32 


23 
10 


Lasithi monntalnfl - 


m 


• 15,23 
24 


30 


Lebina ruins 


. 


m 


23 


21 


liandEayo 


. 


. 


12 


- 26, 27 


litdnoscape 


• 


. 


24 



INDEX. 
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Latro port, anchorage 
Lyttus harbour 

Madara Yun^ mountainB 

Makri-yalo bay 

Makmld islet 

Malaya ridge 

Malekacape 

Malea bay - 

Maletzi cape 

Makronisi 

Manati islet 

Matala cove 

Mavro Miiri cape - 

Megalo Kastron - 

Meltem gale 

Melita 

Mellisacape 

Mesogia bay 

Messarabay 

Miaoa fort 

Mrabello golf 

harbour - 

— — bank 
Mons Corycns 

Tityrus 

Mount Ida - 
Viglia 

Nikola islet 

Olontes 
Ororock - 

Paleo Eastro bay - 
~—,^ Kastron hill 
Palaio Suda 
Fanagia bay 
Panl, St - 
Faadmadi - 
FaximUdia - 
Fetalides islets 
PhodeU bay 
Fiskoke&lo 
Flakabay - 

cape 

Pondikonisi or Bat islet 
Foro bay - 
Fort Biennns 
Fositions, table of - 
Psakon promontory 
Psiloriti mount 
Pqrra islet 



27 

15 



- 9,29 

21 

21 

6 

- 6,8 

15 
12 
22 

9 
26 

8 
12 
25 
24 
26 

5 

- 24,25 

10 

16 

16 

17 

3 

5 

12, 15, 26 

9 

17 

16 
14 

19 

14 

9 

- 18,14 

28 
14 
25 
81 
12 
18 
26 
19 
32 
16 
31 
35 
6 

12 
17 



Quarantine offices - 
Quarantine regulations 

Bhodes 

Bhodia yalley 

Bhogdifi valley 

Bhizo 

Bithymno or B^timo 

Bumeli bay 

San Nioold port - 

San Zuan cape 

Sardinia - 

Scala 

Scio 

S^lino peninsula - 

Sicily 

Sidero cape and shoals 

■■ peninsula 

Sitia bay - •« 

cape - 

isthmu9 

peninsula 

Spada cape 
Sphakia town 
Spinalonga harbour 
Spitfire rock 
St. Jdm's cape 
St Paul's islet 
Staudia islet 

Stayros cape 
Strongild islet 
Suda bay - 
Sudsuro bay 
Suia bay - 

The6dorq islet 
Therison ridge 
Tigani peninsula - 
Trakhild point 
Tranisa point 
Traphonisi 
TripiH ci^ 
Tuzla scala 

y ai or Eremopoli • 
Viano 



Page 
10, 16, 18, 22 

34 

18 
13 
14 
23 

11 
30 

16 
15 

1 
10 

8 
29 

1 
18 
29 
18 
18 
21 
17 

- 5,6 

- 26, 27 

15 
18 
15 
24 
14 
12 
21 
9 
22 
30 

7 
6 
4 

30 
5 

24 

- 8,28 

9 

19 
22 



White mountains • - . 9 

"Winds - - - - 25 

— ^— Euroclydon of St Luke - 25 

■ Meltem of the modem Greek 25 

Yanisades islets . . . X8 

Zakro bay - - . • 19 
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